Minutes of the Fifty-eight Meeting of the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Council

Location:
Heritage Hotel, Portlaoise
Date:

27th March 2015

Present:
Chairperson Professor Patrick Fottrell, Brid Farrell (DAFM), Niall O’Nuallain (DAFM), Andrew Kelly (ISPCA), Barbara Bent (WSPCA), Bernadette Earley (TEAGASC), Arthur O’Connor (Veterinary Ireland), Alison Hanlon (UCD), Gerald Quain (ICMSA) and Kevin Kinsella (IFA) Sean O’Leary (IFA)
Apologies:
Stephen Foley (CILDEHS), Jackie Robinson (DARDNI), Michael Guinan (ICMSA) Sean O’Laoide (Westmeath Co Co), Henry Burns (IFA), John O’Roarke (Veterinary Ireland), Ray Doyle (ICOS)  

Secretary:
Niamh Cunningham 

1. Minutes

· The Minutes of the previous meeting of the 15th December 2014 were accepted without changes.
2. Matters Arising

· Meeting was informed of Laura Boyle’s (Teagasc) offer to assist the Educational Group with the on farm euthanasia of pig’s booklet.

3. Education Working Group

· On Farm Euthanasia of Pigs booklet nearing finalisation. Council agreed that Laura Boyle be invited to the next meeting.
· It was suggested that EWG’s next booklet could be on dairy cow welfare. Removal of milk quotas may result in farmers changing from beef to dairy farming and a different skill set is required for dairy farming. Teagasc have a 4-year stimulus funded project (11/S/131) led by Bernadette Earley that is addressing the predisposing factors for disease and immunocompetence in artificially-reared dairy and suckled beef calves from birth to weaning.  
· All agreed that it would be timely to update the earlier 2003 FAWAC guideline booklet on dairy welfare.
4. EWS

· Two meetings have taken place to date in 2015; the South East Region on 20th February and the North East Region on 19th March and dates have been finalised for NW (20th April) and the SW (13th May) meetings
· No major issues on farms
· DVOs are continuing to monitor the at-risk herds
· Dogs worrying sheep continues to be an issue. All EWS members agree cases need to reported to the authorities and pursuing civil cases should be considered. A message on responsible dog ownership should be distributed. 
· Rumen fluke in calves continues to be a concern
5  Equine Welfare
· The issue of a horse flyer was discussed at an EWS meeting; a leaflet on ‘advice for horse owners’ was produced and circulated for information to Council Members.
· ISPCA Inspectors will distribute these flyers among its horse owner and ‘facebook’ contacts.

· DAFM wish to get the message out that abandonment of animals is a prosecutable offence under the AHW Act.
· DAFM reported on the Minister’s announcement of €1m funding for the development of Urban Horse Projects.
· Veterinary Ireland concerned that there continues to be indiscriminate breeding of horses without any consideration for market outlets.
· ISPCA concerned that the new transfer of ownership of horses’ legislation (S.I. No 601 of 2014) places responsibility on change of ownership on the new horse owner (buyer) whereas previous legislation placed responsibility on both the seller and the buyer.
· It was suggested that a central database was essential for horses
· The issue of controls at horse fairs was raised

5. AOB

Dogs
Questions raised as to who will enforce the new dog microchipping legislation. The ISPCA propose to hold microchipping events in advance of the legislation coming into force to encourage dog owners to microchip their dogs. ISPCA also reported that many dogs are rehomed that are not ‘rehomeable’ and it finds that it is very difficult to educate people that euthanasia is not in fact a cruel option. The IFA referred to its work in highlighting responsible dog ownership and how IFA has worked with the Dept of Environment on this issue. IFA undertook to give a presentation on this at the next Council Meeting. All agreed that awareness, promotion, education and publicity are the key issues.
Rabbits
Legislation for rabbits was discussed. It was alleged that there is an increase in rabbits kept for human consumption in conditions that are possibly welfare compromised. DAFM responded that although there is no specific legislation for rabbits, S.I. 311 of 2010 covers the welfare of all farmed animals. 

Farmers
IFA stated that good farmer stockmanship and ownership need to be acknowledged. Vet Ireland agreed with this assessment and stated that the vast majority of farmers are excellent at their job and are concerned to ensure good animal welfare on farms. 

FVO Audit
A recent FVO audit to Ireland on animal welfare training was complimentary on training and implementation of European legislation on animal welfare. 
      Animal Welfare Conference
      Conference is scheduled for a date yet to be decided but likely date will be early summer. 

UK model on EWS

Alison Hanlon reported that the FAWC workshop held in University of Reading (UK) were looking at Ireland’s EWS model.  Chairman asked Alison to assist Reading University (RU) in elaborating on EWS and Alison will liaise with Richard Bennett from RU. 

Euro Fawc

Seán O’Laoide’s request to represent Ireland at Euro FAWC meeting in Denmark on 5th and 6th May was strongly endorsed by Council.

TTIP
IFA raised a concern about the ongoing negotiations on the proposed free trade agreement between the EU and the USA – the transatlantic trade and investment partnership (TTIP). IFA are concerned that the TTIP may result in EU farmers being disadvantaged because of lack of equivalence in animal welfare. IFA indicated that the US permits use of hormones in beef cattle which places EU farmers at a major disadvantage. The fact that European welfare standards are much higher than USA standards was also a concern, Kevin Kinsella to forward draft trade document to DAFM. 

Bernadette Early, Teagasc reported on evidence based research supporting positive welfare standards used by An Bord Bia in their marketing strategy for Irish beef. The research demonstrates the positive animal welfare standards relating to systems of beef production as quantified using an animal welfare index (AWI).


Bernadette gave an invited talk in Iowa at the 4th International symposium on beef cattle welfare on Animal Welfare. The Symposium looked at critical issues of the beef supply chain including: social concerns, production, environment, transportation, processing, marketing, trade regulations and legislation. 

Disbudding

The use of anaesthetics for disbudding in calves over two weeks was discussed. Vet Ireland stressed that local anaesthetic should always be used. DAFM recommended that farmers discuss and devise a workable plan with their PVPs. Alison Hanlon reported that this issue will be discussed at the next SACAHW meeting and Council agreed to await the outcome of that meeting.   

End 
